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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12 November 2004 has 
been received and entered into the record. Since the IDS complies with the provisions 
of MPEP § 609, the references cited therein have been considered by the examiner. 
See attached fomis PTO-1449. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described In (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka 
et al. (US Patent Application Publication 2001/0048534). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Tanaka et al. teaches a transmission origin apparatus for an 
information transmission system which allows a file to be transmitted between 
apparatuses based on different systems (See page 3, paragraph [0055] "A 
transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives image data, audio data, a batch 
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file, etc. in accordance with instructions from the CPU... connector connects the camera 
to the communication device through the cable for wire communication."), 
characterized by comprising: transmission origin storage means to which the file to be 
transmitted is saved; and identifying file generating means for generating, in the 
transmission origin storage system, an identifying file having a unique structure used to 
identify the transmission origin, in addition to the file to be transmitted, on the basis of a 
folder structure pre-standardized between the transmission origin apparatus and a 
transmission destination apparatus. (See page 3, paragraph [0058] "When an inquiry 
about the structure of directories (folders) including the image files stored in the storage 
medium is received from the communication device such as the printer, the CPU 
produces information on the directory structure." Here the origin storage means is the 
camera. Also, the identifying file includes the structure of folders and the image files as 
in the source.); 

5. Regarding claim 2, Tanaka et al. teaches a transmission destination apparatus 
for an information transmission system which allows a file to be transmitted between 
apparatuses based on different systems, characterized by comprising: transmission 
destination storage means to which the transmitted file is saved (See page 4, paragraph 
[0075] "A transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives the image data and the 
directory information in accordance with instructions of the CPU." The destination 
apparatus is what is receiving the information in this case.); 
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monitoring means for detecting that a folder structure in a transmission origin storage 
means provided in a transmission origin apparatus matches a folder structure pre- 
standardized between the transmission origin apparatus and the transmission 
destination apparatus to identify an identifying file contained in the folder structure and 
having a unique structure used to identify the transmission origin (See page 5, 
paragraph [0093] "After that, the printer requests the directory information from the 
camera. In response to the request the camera reads the directory information and 
transmits it to the printer." The printer, in this case, is the transmission destination 
apparatus to which the identifying file infomnation, also called the directory information, 
is transmitted to.); 

and saving means for saving, to the transmission destination storage means, a file other 
than the identifying file saved to said transmission origin storage means of the 
transmission origin apparatus, on the basis of results of the identification by the 
monitoring means (See page 5, [0107] "If the image file is included in the directory, the 
printer requests the file shown in the print job from the camera. In response to the 
request, the camera transmits the image file to the printer." and specifically referring to 
saving the file, see page 8, [0177] "...the data transmitting device transmits the print file 
showing the file names of the image files and the print conditions to the data receiving 
device; and the data receiving device stores the received print file in the storage 
medium.") 
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6. Regarding claim 3, Tanaka et al. teaches an information transmission system 
that transmits a file between apparatuses based on different systems, characterized by 
comprising: a transmission origin apparatus and a transmission destination apparatus 
connected together using a standardized serial interface standard (See page 4, 
paragraph [0077] "In case of wire communication, a serial interface format such as the 
RS-232, RS-422, the USB and the IEEE1394 may be used...."); 
the transmission origin apparatus comprising: transmission origin storage means to 
which the file to be transmitted is saved; and identifying file generating means for 
generating, in the transmission origin storage system, an Identifying file having a unique 
structure used to identify the transmission origin, in addition to the file to be transmitted, 
on the basis of a folder structure pre-standardlzed between the transmission origin 
apparatus and a transmission destination apparatus (See page 3, paragraph [0058] 
"When an Inquiry about the structure of directories (folders) including the image files 
stored in the storage medium is received from the communication device such as the 
printer, the CPU produces information on the directory structure." Here the origin 
storage means is the camera. Also, the identifying file includes the structure of folders 
and the image files as in the source.); 

the transmission destination apparatus comprising: the transmission apparatus storage 
means to which the transmitted file is saved (See page 4, paragraph [0075] "A 
transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives the image data and the directory 
Information in accordance with instructions of the CPU." The destination apparatus Is 
what is receiving the files in this case.); 
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monitoring means for detecting that a folder structure in a transmission origin storage 
means provided in a transmission origin apparatus matches a folder structure pre- 
standardized between the transmission origin apparatus and the transmission 
destination apparatus to identify an identifying file contained in the folder structure and 
having a unique structure used to identify the transmission origin origin (See page 5, 
paragraph [0093] "After that, the printer requests the directory information from the 
camera. In response to the request the camera reads the directory information and 
transmits it to the printer." The printer, in this case, is the transmission destination 
apparatus to which the identifying file infomiation, also called the directory infomiation, 
is transmitted to.); and 

saving means for saving, to the transmission destination storage means, a file other 
than the identifying file saved to said transmission origin storage means, on the basis of 
results of the identification by the monitoring means (See page 5, [0107] "If the image 
file is included in the directory, the printer requests the file shown in the print job from 
the camera. In response to the request, the camera transmits the image file to the 
printer." and specifically referring to saving the file, see page 8, [0177] "...the data 
transmitting device transmits the print file showing the file names of the image files and 
the print conditions to the data receiving device; and the data receiving device stores 
the received print file in the storage medium."). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Tanaka et al. teaches a method for recognizing a system in 
an information transmission system which method transmits a file between apparatuses 
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based on different systems (See page 3, paragraph [0055] "A transmitting/receiving 
device transmits and receives image data, audio data, a batch file, etc. in accordance 
with the instructions from the CPU."), characterized by comprising: 
a folder structure detecting step of detecting a folder structure in transmission origin 
storage means of a transmission origin apparatus to which the file to be transmitted to 
transmission destination storage means of a transmission destination apparatus is 
saved (See page 3 paragraph [0058] "When an inquiry about the structure of directories 
(folders) including the image files stored in the storage medium is received from the 
communication device such as the printer, the CPU produces information on the 
directory structure." Here the origin storage means is the camera. Also, the identifying 
file includes the structure of folders and the image files as in the source.); 
an identifying file monitoring step of detecting that the folder structure in said 
transmission origin storage means detected in the folder structure detecting step is one 
pre-standardized between the transmission origin and the transmission destination to 
identify an identifying file contained in the folder structure and having a unique structure 
used to identify the transmission origin (See page 5, paragraph [0104] "The printer 
stores the directory information in the memory, the nonvolatile memory or the storage 
medium, and then determines whether or not the image file shown in the print job is 
included in the directory."); and 

a copy activation control step of activating and controlling, on the basis of results of the 
identification in the identifying file monitoring step, copy means for copying a file other 
than the identifying file saved to said transmission origin storage means, to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,889 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2167 

transmission destination storage means (See page 5, paragraph [0107] "If the image file 
is included in the directory, the printer requests the file shown in the print job from the 
camera. In response to the request, the camera transmits the image file to the printer." 
This copies the file to the destination storage means.) 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Onishi (US Patent Application publication 2001/0002846) Includes Figure 5, 
which is very similar to the identifying file of the instant application. 

Nishikawa (US 6.421,685) teaches synchronizing data between a PDA and a 
computer using very similar methods to the instant application. Specifically it teaches 
"...generating a third file for associating a first file stored in the first file apparatus with a 
second file stored in the second file apparatus." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis L. Vautrot whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2184. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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